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convictions, often in the face of opposi-
tion from powerful forces.

Mr. Stewart served as a leading mem-
ber of the Marin County Farm Bureau
for more than 80 years. He also sat on
the boards of the West Marin Chamber
of Commerce and the Marin Humane
Society. A cattle rancher by profes-
sion, he was given the Marin Humane
Society’s Humane Man of the Century
award. Two years ago, Boyd Stewart
was honored with the California Excel-
lence in Range Management Award,
along with his daughter, Jo Ann Stew-
art, and his granddaughter, Amanda
Wisby, who continue to run the Stew-
art family ranch today.

Boyd was a dynamic figure in West
Marin. My staff and I always knew we
could call on him for invaluable infor-
mation and sound advice. He was the
leading expert on West Marin agri-
culture, to whom agriculture commis-
sioners turned for advice and informa-
tion. His presence and his accomplish-
ments in preserving Marin open space
were greater than any other single per-
son in Marin County in the last cen-
tury. He was also a deeply-loved mem-
ber of the Marin community and a
wonderful, unique man with a clear
mind and steady presence who will be
deeply missed. We take comfort in
knowing that countless future genera-
tions will benefit from his courage, his
vision and his leadership. ®

——

CONGRATULATIONS TO KEVIN
CONWAY

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay
tribute and congratulate Kevin Conway
of Lexington, KY, on his reception of
the Star of Life Award given to him by
the American Ambulance Association.

Mr. Conway has dedicated himself to
the emergency response community of
Lexington. As an employee of Rural/
Metro Ambulance, Mr. Conway has
made a difference in people’s lives.
However, what has set him apart has
been his initiative as operations man-
ager to turn Rural/Metro Ambulance
into a State-recognized paramedic and
CPR education facility. Mr. Conway
also represents or works with many
different local and State government
EMS organizations. Prior to his work
at Rural/Metro Ambulance, Mr.
Conway was an Army Ranger. After his
completion of active duty, he joined
the Army Reserve as a senior drill ser-
geant.

The citizens of Kentucky are fortu-
nate to have the leadership of Kevin
Conway. His example of dedication,
hard work, and compassion should be
an inspiration to all throughout the
Commonwealth. He has my most sin-
cere appreciation for this work, and I
look forward to his continued service
to Kentucky.e

———

CHEMISTS WORKING
COOPERATIVELY

e Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to share with my colleagues
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news of a truly historic conference of
Middle Eastern chemists held Decem-
ber 6 through 11, 2003, in Malta. Chem-
ists from Egypt, Iran, Israel, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lebanon, the Palestinian Au-
thority, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
United Arab Emirates gathered in
Malta to attend the conference, which
was entitled: ‘“‘Frontiers of Chemical
Sciences: Research and Education in
the Middle East.”” The conference was
chaired by Dr. Zafra Lerman of Colum-
bia College Chicago. The purpose of the
conference was to bring scientists from
Middle Eastern countries together
under the same roof to work on dif-
ferent issues of common concern.

The Malta Conference was a phe-
nomenal success. The multinational
exchange of ideas and information led
to the creation of new partnerships in
the areas of science and education. The
conference was so effective that all the
participants involved agreed upon the
need for a second conference, ten-
tatively scheduled for 2005.

The Malta Conference permitted par-
ticipating scientists to address impor-
tant scientific issues pertinent to the
future of the Middle East, but it did
more than that. All areas within the
Middle East were represented, dem-
onstrating there are some issues that
can bring everyone together around a
common goal of improving our world
and society. This meeting reinforced
the fact that the advancement of sci-
entific research and education are vital
forces for all nations of the world, and
it demonstrated that science and edu-
cation can help nations that are dis-
trustful of each other to reach across
borders and work cooperatively to ad-
dress common concerns.

The conference chairperson, Dr.
Lerman, is the distinguished Professor
of Science and Public Policy and head
of the Institute for Science Education
and Science Communication at Colum-
bia College Chicago. Dr. Lerman re-
ceived her Ph.D. in chemistry from the
Weizmann Institute of Science in
Israel. She founded and chaired the De-
partment of Science and Mathematics
at Columbia College, where she devel-
oped an innovative approach to teach-
ing science to non-science majors
which received international recogni-
tion. Dr. Lerman is active profes-
sionally with national and inter-
national associations in the fields of
science, science education, and sci-
entific freedom and human rights. For
15 years, she has chaired the national
American Chemical Society Sub-
committee on Scientific Freedom and
Human Rights. She also serves as Vice-
Chair for Chemistry for the Board of
the Committee of Concerned Scientists
and chairs the International Activities
Committee of the American Chemical
Society, in addition to numerous other
positions.

Dr. Lerman has received the Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in
Science, Mathematics, and Engineering
Mentoring and is a 1998 Kilby Award
Laureate for extraordinary contribu-
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tions to society through science, tech-
nology, invention, innovation, and edu-
cation. In February 2001, she was elect-
ed a Fellow of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
congratulating Dr. Lerman and the or-
ganizers and delegates of the con-
ference for their superb work. This
event serves as a shining example of
the progress available to nations that
make the effort to promote under-
standing and cooperation.

I ask that Dr. Lerman’s summary of
the conference be printed in the
RECORD.

The summary follows.

SUMMARY OF MALTA CONFERENCE

From 6 to 11 December, 2003, chemists from
Egypt, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Leb-
anon, Palestinian Authorities, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and United Arab Emirates gathered
in Malta to attend the conference ‘‘Frontiers
of Chemical Sciences: Research and Edu-
cation in the Middle East.”

The success of this conference tells us that
science and scientific research are not just
methods of improving the human condition
but can also be ways of crossing illusive na-
tional and political barriers that bar effec-
tive collaboration among neighbors. The in-
vited participants included presidents of uni-
versities, members of the respective coun-
tries’ national academies of science, and a
former minister of science. By engaging a
stunning array of world-class scientists from
the Middle East, as well as selected sci-
entists from England, France, Germany,
South Africa, Taiwan, and the U.S., the re-
sulting discussion broadly enriched our un-
derstanding of specific scientific issues im-
portant to the area’s future. The fact that all
segments of the Middle East were rep-
resented suggests that there are funda-
mental scientific issues that connect us all.

Six Nobel Laureates served as working
group leaders on subjects of common interest
to Middle Eastern countries. The subjects of
these working groups included: ‘‘Environ-
ment, Water and Renewable Energy,” ‘‘Re-
search and New Methodologies in Science
Education,” ‘‘Cultural Heritage and Preser-
vation of Antiquities,” ‘“The Use of the Syn-
chrotron to Facilitate Research in the Mid-
dle East (SESAME Project),”” among others.
Participants committed themselves to con-
tinue working together after the conference
via e-mail and through smaller regional
meetings. Among suggestions offered for fu-
ture topics were: nanotechnology, computa-
tional chemistry, and solar energy.

All participants wrote that the conference
organization was excellent, that the con-
ference exceeded their expectations, and that
the opportunity to work with the Nobel lau-
reates was especially appreciated and it led
to stimulating and informed discussion. 100%
of the participants felt that a second con-
ference, probably in 2005, would be needed.
All indicated that they would want to attend
and that they would recommend it to their
colleagues. Most expressed willingness to
participate in the organization of such an
event.

A joint proposal between Israeli and Pales-
tinian participants in the Malta conference
was written on water purification and sub-
mitted to USAID-MERC.

One of the conference working groups,
which concentrated on the synchrotron
being built in Jordan (supported by
UNESCO) for all the Middle East scientists,
raised the urgent need for scientists trained
in the use of a synchrotron. Dr. Yuan T. Lee,
the Nobel Laureate who is science advisor to
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